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Safe and Happy – Supportive – Respectful – Aspirational – Inclusive
Person Specification
Teaching Assistant (Resource Base / Mainstream KS2) with/without MDSA Duties
[bookmark: _GoBack]This person specification should be read in conjunction with the job description and reflects the skills, experience and attributes required to fulfil a Teaching Assistant role supporting pupils with complex and additional needs, including Autism, in either the Resource Base or mainstream KS2.

Qualifications

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Education
	A good standard of education, particularly in English and Mathematics
	GCSE Grade A*–C (or equivalent) in English and Mathematics

	Teaching Assistant Qualifications
	—
	Recognised Teaching Assistant qualification or equivalent

	SEND / Professional Development
	—
	Further professional studies or evidence of continuing professional development relevant to SEND

	ICT
	Competent and confident use of ICT to support learning, record-keeping, and communication
	Ability to use ICT creatively to enhance pupil learning

	Communication Systems
	—
	Training or experience in the use of Makaton or other augmentative communication systems



Experience

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	SEND Experience
	Proven experience supporting children with special educational needs in a school setting (mainstream or Resource Base)
	Experience supporting pupils with EHCPs

	Specialist Needs
	Experience of working with pupils with Autism and/ or complex additional needs
	Experience supporting pupils with SEMH or communication needs

	Classroom Support
	Experience supporting pupils with additional needs
	Experience working with named pupils

	ICT in Practice
	Experience using ICT to support pupils’ learning
	—

	Physical / Medical Needs
	Experience of meeting pupils’ wider physical, medical, or personal care needs
	Experience administering medication in line with care plans

	Curriculum Stage
	—
	Experience working in KS1, KS2, or Foundation Stage

	Outdoor Learning
	—
	Experience supporting Forest School or outdoor learning



Knowledge, Understanding and Skills – Safeguarding

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Safeguarding Knowledge
	Clear understanding of safeguarding and child protection procedures and the role of a Teaching Assistant
	Recent safeguarding training or safeguarding updates

	Practice
	Willingness to follow school safeguarding policies and statutory guidance
	Experience supporting vulnerable or disadvantaged pupils



Knowledge, Understanding and Skills – Pupils’ Needs

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	SEND Understanding
	Strong commitment to working with pupils with high levels of additional and complex needs, including Autism
	Knowledge of Makaton, PECS, or similar systems

	Child Development
	Understanding of pupils’ social, emotional, physical, and academic development
	Experience or training in de-escalation strategies

	Independence
	Ability to meet pupils’ learning, physical, medical, and emotional needs while promoting independence and dignity
	—



Supporting Learning and Behaviour

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Communication
	Ability to adapt language and communication to meet pupils’ needs; active listening skills
	—

	Teaching Support
	Ability to scaffold learning, clarify instructions, and support learning through play and practical activities
	Ability to take short-term whole-class responsibility

	Relationships
	Ability to establish positive relationships and empathise with pupils
	—

	Behaviour Support
	Consistent and effective implementation of agreed behaviour management strategies
	Experience contributing to behaviour support plans

	Monitoring Progress
	Ability to monitor pupils’ responses, adapt activities, and achieve intended learning outcomes
	Experience contributing to IEP reviews

	Resources
	Ability to develop appropriate resources to support learning
	—

	Assessment
	Ability to carry out, record, and report on systematic observations of pupils’ progress
	—

	Feedback
	Ability to offer constructive feedback that reinforces self-esteem
	—

	Enrichment
	Ability to support pupils on outings and wider school activities
	—



ICT and Organisation

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	ICT Skills
	Basic ICT skills (email, online systems, record-keeping)
	Creative use of ICT to enhance learning

	Organisation
	Well organised, punctual, and able to manage time effectively
	—



Outdoor Learning and Practical Experience

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Outdoor Learning
	Willingness to support outdoor learning and practical activities
	Experience delivering Forest School, gardening, or animal care

	Engagement
	Enthusiasm for hands-on learning opportunities
	—



Personal Qualities

	Criteria
	Essential
	Desirable

	Flexibility
	Flexible and adaptable to the changing demands of a primary or Resource Base environment
	—

	Teamwork
	Ability to work effectively and supportively as part of a team
	Active involvement in wider school life

	Communication
	Clear and confident communicator with children and adults
	—

	Professionalism
	Ability to maintain confidentiality and professional boundaries
	—

	Resilience
	Calm, emotionally resilient, and able to work under pressure
	—

	Attitude
	Positive, enthusiastic, inclusive, and committed to high expectations
	—

	Personal Approach
	Good sense of humour and reflective practice
	—
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